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A newsletter for the members of Hope Agricultural Heritage Club

2024 Edition

Hello Fellow Members and Friends,

1 finally got a chance to write this letter for our annual Antique Club newsletter
and then try to remember what all happened during the year! Thinking back,
there was actually a lot that happened.

In my mind the HAHClub has created more public awareness than ever before
with the Open House at the AMC, our Annual Buffet Dinner, Annual Machinery
Show and the annual Tractor Draw. Thanks to the many people who have
donated financially along with some rare, prized vehicles.

N1any people have approached me and commented on how impressed they are
with the HAHCIlub work which is accomplished through the collection and
restoration of antiques that keep getting more vast all the time. But this is only
possible with the help of our dedicated volunteers that show up Tuesday evenings and are on call when
needed. There is a lot of work behind the scenes that is not noticed, and their work does not get
appreciated as much as it should. Thank You!

1 would like to acknowledge some of the donations during the year to the AMC. Gerald Beavan donated
2 Fordson tractors, a styled John Deere AR tractor was donated by Allan McCamus, plus a 1929 Maple
Leaf Truck by Tim Johnston. As well many small items that are now decorating the walls of the Antique
Machinery Centre came from Gerald.

I n closing | would like to thank all our Club Directors, members and volunteers that worked throughout
the year. Thanks to Jon Beavan for creating this newsletter and thanks to all that are interested in Antique
Machinery.

Season’s Greetings!

President,
Earl Ashby

E=ditor’s note: this past summer, our boss Earl and his boss, Suzzane Ashby,
celebrated their 50" Wedding Anniversary. The Bare was there and reported
that they looked GREAT! Congratulations to them both from all of us at the
HAHC. Together for over 50 years and Suzzane still lets him look after all of
us!
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In Passing

\V/Vith a sad heart we say good-bye to our fellow board member, JAKE
GREYDANUS. Jake, managed, sold and was our “Lottery Salesman” for
many, many Yyears. Jake and his John Deere AR Tractor pulling his JD
Binder was the “Flag Ship” of our parades at our Antique Shows for many
years. Jake passed away Feb 21 following a long battle with cancer. A
Celebration of Life was held Saturday March 2" at the Greydanus Farm
and was attended by The Bare, who had these observations:

As you
walked into
one of their
big barns, you
saw Jake's
! pickup truck

with his fifth-
wheel trailer
hooked to the

: : - S back, and on
the trailer was Jake's AR. Everybody knows how much he loved
his John Deere AR, proudly displaying the flags that we've all
seen at the beginning of many a parade at our antique shows.
Next, there were photos, trophies, and ribbons that Jake had won over the many years with his AR and
John Deere Binder that he was so proud of. On the other side of the room was his collection of miniature
John Deere tractors. It is believed that he had a replica of every two-cylinder John Deere tractor made.
Apparently, he kept all the boxes for this whole collection. What a lot of work the family had gone to set up
this reception. It really was a magnificent farewell for Jake.

THE JOHN DEERE AR STORY: One of Jake’s
nephews, Matthew, shared the story of Jake's AR. | hope
I remember this correctly; Jake's dad bought the tractor
when Jake was only 10 years old. Jake was riding on the
back of the tractor with his dad, and his dad was having
a hard time trying to get the AR into gear to go up the
highway. Jake, at 10 years old, said, "No, Dad, you do
this, this, this, and this, and it will work fine." His dad
was in awe that little Jake knew how to drlve th|s new

modern tractor HIS dad sald 'Fine, Jake, it's
your tractor, you make it work; | like the
horses better.” From then on, the AR was
known as Jake’s tractor. At some time later in
. life, Jake was out west, and the tractor slipped
~out of the Greydanus hands. Jake phoned
Ashby Farm Equipment and asked if they knew
where the tractor went. Earl said yes and got
the tractor back for Jake when he arrived
home.




This photo of an old radiator is a story Jake didn't like to share
because he and his tractor had a run-in with a gatepost. The
gatepost was good, but the AR’s front grill was a mess. The
tractor was very new at the time; his brother, nephews, and
friends all teased him for years. Jake kept the old grill as a
trophy of his error.

As Jake is now binding in the sky, we're all glad to know that his
nephew Matt is the new owner of the John Deere AR. | hope it
will remain in the Greydanus family for a long, long time.

Happy binding, Jake; we will miss you.

Born in the Netherlands and immigrating at a young age Jake
w». developed a love for farming and machinery, that continued from
the family farm in Grafton to his years in Alberta, to his return to Ontario.

\W\/e will truly miss you, Jake.

e

Folks, it was also with sad heart that we shared with you the passing of John Hale.
John was a well-known farmer and lover of the land. You may remember John and
his brother Jerry, riding around our Antique Machinery show in a side by side
enjoying everything farming. John was a hardworking man starting at a young age.
He was a lifelong farmer with a passion for the land.

\V/\V/e will miss you, John.

“T he guys at the Hope Agricultural Heritage Club send Love and Sympathy to the
Hale family and friend.
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\/\/e had one more loss in 2024, John Ferguson, who passed away in the
early morning of November 6, peacefully at home with family by his
side after a brief battle with cancer. Brenda Ferguson, John’s daughter,
shared some memories of her dad. The first thing that John wanted to do
after his diagnosis was to purchase the 1948 Ford 8N that had been won
by someone through the HAHC 2023 draw.

John purchased the tractor, which was trailered by Glen Reid to his
daughter’s house. When asked why not drop it off at his house, John
replied "I want to see if it can make it up Jamieson Hill so it will keep up

: 5 . — w With the other tractors
fin the July ride".
was always thinking
~ ahead. Well, that
tractor didn't make it
| up the hill, so he was thinking ahead again and quickly
| turned part way up the hill and drove it up backwards!
To his daughter, that was ingenious.

John took the tractor over to his son Barry Ferguson's
shop and his grandson, Justin Ferguson, put many
hours of labour into getting that Ford 8N into top
notch condition. It was a good thing he did because
the first event on John’s list of things to do with that
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tractor was to go into the Canada Day Parade with the HAHC. Although he wasn't feeling well enough
after finishing his radiation treatments, so his daughter, Brenda, drove the tractor on the parade route and
what an honour it was to do that for her dad. Her Dad met her downtown so he could stand proudly beside
his 8N and then he drove his tractor home.

“T he next event was the HAHC tractor ride in July that John wanted to attend and thankfully, he was
feeling well enough to do so and he had a blast. Grinning like he won the lottery.

L_astly, John wanted his tractor to go in the Antique Farm Equipment show last August at Dwayne
Boughen's Farm. As mentioned, he was always thinking ahead, so Barry Ferguson and John worked to
open up the road allowance from Ough's Rd down to Boughen's so his tractor could take this route without
getting scratched. Although he wasn't feeling very well, John managed to drive his tractor along Dale Rd
to the field as it was shorter than backroads to the opened road allowance. Glen Reid followed John and
brought him home. Dad was too tired to pick up his tractor, so Brenda drove it home when the show was
over, and John felt bad that he didn't use the road allowance that they had worked on. Last month, Brenda
was speaking with Bob Barrie who told her that several of the club members had driven their tractors on
the road allowance. Brenda told Dad this news and he was very happy that others got to enjoy the route.

Early in November, Earl Ashby stopped by John’s house and dropped off an article from a US magazine
by a previous owner of the 1948 Ford 8N along with the owner's manual. It was Brenda’s privilege to read
the article to John at 3am one night while caring for him, and it was just the two of them at the table.
Brenda read slowly so Dad could fully comprehend the article and every so often, he would smile or nod
his head. When Brenda opened the owner's manual, she noticed that the tractor had originally been
purchased by Ray Bell from Cobourg whom both she and her dad knew. Small world.

“T he Bare also added a bit of background about John’s contributions to our local museum. In the early
days of the club, back when we only had the old sand dome as a building, John arrived with a tractor trailer
load of antiques from his collection from his farm on Lakeshore, Port Hope. When the Club got the new
building, we were able to move most of these items into there new home. John helped Barry identify them
and share stories about them. John helped to capture our local history as he was a part of our history.

John will be missed at our future Open Houses because he was always quick to share some of his stories
of farming in the past.

H appy Tractor riding in the clouds, John.

2024 Club Events and Happenings
\/\/ell, it’s been a busy year with lots to cover, so let’s get started.

—— T & e -

2023 Christmas Party

F=irst event to discuss is last year’s Christmas Party, held December 13", 2023. The night, as always, was
full of surprises and fun.

F=irst up on the night was the draw for the 1948 Ford 8N tractor, which was won by Mike Kucherik of
Baileboro. He did not answer the phone that night but came to see the \ — =
tractor and arranged for delivery the next day. So, it now has a new home! o ——

The second prize of a pedal tractor was won by Neil Guthrie while the scale \O) @

model tractor, third prize, was won by Roger Gould of Frazerville. ‘

Second thing to mention — Cameco donated a first-class AED, or =
Automated External Defibrillator, to the club. Brian Bernard of Cameco |
gave members a demonstration on the use of this life-saving device. The
club must now keep it warm (not let it freeze) and have it with us at our
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meeting and events as well as at the AMC. Considering the age of our club members (some of us are a little
long in the tooth) this is a great device to be a part of our club’s safety supplies.

“T hirdly, the Club received a cheque. The Men of the Soil gave us

a cheque for $1,280.40. Who are they? While this is a long story, Lecorber 19 2023
here is a very short version. Back about 80 years ago the local Dayol/’o;{:faa v A e (lricuttint, Heritap Clss £/280.40
Rotary club held a dinner for the Hope Township farmers in the e Yiousaned, T hundieed . cightycotlars « Zo
Canton Church Hall. It was a feast. Men only. The hall only held .

100 seats, so you had to wait till someone died to get a ticket. The Hen of e S

T he next year the farmers held the dinner and invited the
Rotarians. So, this went on for many years and had many names. Covid shut it down for 3 years and it
was never able to start up again, so they decided to dissolve this group. This money was left in the bank
account and the farmers on the committee voted to give us the funds, along with the minutes of the
meetings and stories of these farmer appreciation nights to be kept by us at our museum. Our Gord
Wilson, chairman of this group, made the presentation. Thank You Gord and all The Men of The Soil
who supported this tradition for many years.

Fourthly, Gord Wilson got up and changed hats and became a Bewdley Lions Club member, to present
us with a cheque for $1,000 for use on our many projects. What a great Christmas present for the club. The
Bewdley Lions are truly a great supporter of our endeavors.

Fifth:  President Earl gave out the 2023 HORIZON, our Newsletter. It was amazing to see what we did
in a year, with great photos and stories. Jon Beavan our editor from afar, does a great Job. Thank You Jon.

Sixth: In stomped Santa, who gave out presents to all the good members. | guess the message is there
as | did not get one again. I will try and be a good guy next year. Our attendance was lower than expected,
so | take the blame for not reminding you all a few days before. Next year | will remind you.

Finally: Out rolled the food. Yes, it was good '_,*.‘-; b R T
and lots of holiday goodies. Thanks to Brenda, Eakas ; =
Suzanne, and Ann-Marie we all left with full
tummies.

Earlier That Day: Some of you may have
noticed a new shed on the AMC grounds this past
year. Well, it was a year ago, the day of the
Christmas Party, that it was rolled onto the site
after making a trek down the highway and made
it in one piece! Way to go to the guys making this
possible! Brian Beatson and Ivan Elford put on
outside skirting board, ready to pour a concrete floor once spring arrived. Thumbs up to all, and a big
thank you to John Bickle for spearheading the operation.




. 90" Birthday Celebration

“T he Bewdley Lions Club extended an invitation to help
celebrate Gord Wilson’s 90" Birthday in a surprise party. °
Held on Monday March 25", 7pm, at the Bewdley
Community Centre, light refreshments were served, and of
course cake as well!

For those that attended, it was obvious that Gord surprised
and thrilled. But Green tractors on his cake??? Not so
thrilled! The correct colour was parked outside the door, a
shining RED 1941 Farmall BN, for all to see!

— e O

February HAHC Meeting

T he first meeting of the year is always the Club’s annual general meeting and was } '
held on February 5" at the New Hope United Church. Although “Annual Meeting” sounds scary, it isn’t. It
takes about 10 minutes and is mostly to pass on information to the members about the Club.

T he guest speaker for the meeting was Paul Burnham,
talking about the Burnham Market and how it got to where
it is. Paul is the master of the Burnham enterprise. He is a
farmer and local entrepreneur with many, many years of
farming and growing his many businesses. Those attending
listened to Paul speak on how farming has evolved, about
his family operating many businesses, and his thoughts on
farming in the future. Paul was ready to answer many
questions, like how many horses are on the horse ranch,
how many pies do they make or what's the latest vegetable
they're growing. How big is his combine and how does Dad
evolve into retirement.

\/\/ hat does retirement mean for Paul?

T O e —

April HAHC Meeting

T he second general meeting of 2024 was held on April 1% at the New Hope United Church in Welcome.
The Guest Speaker was Kevin Stewart, Supervisor of Sales and Operation at Dufferin Concrete. Do you
know the difference between concrete and cement? Most of the public uses these words interchangeably. Well
Kevin knows about concrete and is very much involved with a lot of the concrete in the area. He shared his
knowledge and helped us to understand the role that concrete plays in our lives and in our community.




Open House No. 1

T he first of two Open Houses was held the weekend of June 1% and 2", with many people coming
through and looking at all of the Club’s treasures. Although not as busy as we would have liked, the buffet
dinner was a huge success, and Taylor Meats served over 203 folks. We were also able to park over 93
cars without using the road outside the gates. This was due to some great work by John Telford and team,
so a big thankyou to them!

“T he Bare was also taken aback as some folks came up to him to say they like to read his newsletters and
club updates. He enjoyed the feedback, as he thought that nobody was reading them out there. So, next
time you read a club update, take a minute to hit reply and say, “Thanks Bare”. We all like a few kind
words once in a while.

T hank you to everyone who attended, as this was a fundraiser, and funds were raised to help the
museum. Over $2,000 went into the bank, which is wonderful!

— e O T —

Canada Day Parades

T he annual July 1st Canada Day Parade (or the
Callithumpian Parade) was again held in Port Hope with
Club members taking part. With the parade starting at 11
am, the route saw some changes due to the main street . 18 | e
being torn up with construction The parade headed down ¢§ ab, e e S =F
Walton Street, then right onto Pine Street and down a “ A0 dat
steep hill, which required low gear and good brakes! From
Pine Street, they turned onto Augustus and down past |
Town Hall to Queen Street, where they parked for the
tractor show. Bare led the parade, ensuring that nobody
was led astray or got lost. The kids along the route love
seeing the old girls (tractors that is) and the challenge was
to see as many, or more, as there were boring vintage cars. -
We had the best presentation in the parade, again, with lots of dlfferent colours. The Bare says sorry boys,
but Brenda Ferguson out did all of us, with her little Ford decked out to the nines. She certainly set the bar
high! The Bare also had his old Case, with the club people wagon full of kids, leading the way.

Representing the Orange, we had Allis Chalmers driven by the Szalawiga Family, including Mike
(Dad) and sons Michael and Myron. Red was represented by Doug Davey on a McCormick, and green by
John Tufford and Jack Malfait on John Deere. Well done and thank you to all for saying Happy Canada
Day to Port Hope Folks! ‘ oo 9

Prime show spot
on Queen Street,
near the Beer
Gardens.




Annual Szalawiga Tractor Drive

Another popular event is the Tractor Drive organized by the Szalawiga’s, this year held on Saturday July
20'™ blessed once again with a bright and sunny day. Participants are asked to ensure that their tractors are
mechanically sound and capable of driving at a road speed of at least 10 mph, to be equipped with a slow-
moving vehicle sign and have a full tank of gas. No mention was made of the condition that the operator
needed to be in, but it was recommended to bring a drink and possibly a light snack.

“T he mustering was at 4223 Szalawiga Road starting at 9:45 with departure  everaauimoment here inNewcastie. Tactor parace went trrouh

Bond Head too!

at 10:15 am. Every year, a different route is selected, and this year the
procession headed west on the 4" Concession in Clark Township, eventually
meeting up with Mill Street in Newcastle and proceeded east along
Lakeshore Road back to the house of Barry Adamson. As usual, a couple of
rest stops are included to stretch the legs and socialize with fellow drivers.
This year included a stop at McDonalds, but unfortunately no one wanted to
take their tractor in the drive through! They did however do a drive through
the Bond Head Marina, but there was not enough space to park all of the
tractors. They did however get lots of looks, thumbs up and had pictures
taken that found their way onto Facebook. The last stop was a rather unique
location consisting of shoes and boots hanging from overhead power lines.

A\s usual, the drive wrapped up at Barry’s house, where he and John Bickle
provided everyone with lots of delicious food and drink, comfy chairs, plenty
of shade and an extreme close up of Lake Ontario. In return, they were
regaled with tales of the day. Many thanks to these gentlemen for keeping all
well fed. Their efforts are always appreciatd!

AL

=

Every year, a different theme seems to arise. Last year's event was referred to as "the kindness of
strangers" - people stopping traffic so our tractors could cross the road. This year turned out to be
"daughters and toddlers". Trevor Stone brought his daughter on the drive with her own tractor. Brent
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Bowman had his young son riding shotgun in a safe and air-conditioned cab. Ample evidence that tractors
keep families together! These were firsts for us, and we were happy to have them join us.

A\nd now, a summary of our 2024 tractor drive:

9 A total of 12 drivers

9 Tractor brands of note: 4 Allis Chalmers, 2 John Deere, 1 Ford, 1 International, 1 Case,
1 Deutz, 1 Oliver, 1 Cockshutt

9 Total distance covered: 27 miles

1 Average speed 10.5 miles per hour

N1any thanks to those who came out to enjoy a casual drive in the country. Next year's route is already
in the works. Once again, many more thanks go to Barry and John their gracious hospitality. Stay tuned
for next year's event!

g ) O p—

Lakeside Antique & Classic Car and Tractor Show:

“T his may be new to HAHC members, but this show, run by the Antique and
Classic Car Club of Canada Great Pipe Ridge Region, is in it’s 28" year. Held in
beautiful Victoria Park, Cobourg it is a great venue overlooking the shores of Lake
Ontario. The entry fee is only $10 per vehicle, with proceeds going to Eds House
Northumberland Hospice Care Centre.

At least one club member attend, Jack Malfait, with his John Deere model 40. Jack
won an award for Best Farm Tractor at the show. Way to go Jack! Green to the
finish line!

July Meeting at the AMC:

For the July 29" meeting, held at the Antique Machinery Centre, Earl came up with a great guest
speaker, our very own Gord Wilson. Yes, the one who had just celebrated his 90th birthday.
Unfortunately, Gord couldn’t make it, something about a grandson’s wedding. The good news was that
Jamie Ferguson was able to step in and speak about how he started farming and the opening his new store
in Garden Hill. Thanks Jamie!
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2024 HAHC Machinery Show:

T he show was on the weekend of August 10" and 11" this year and we were given permission to use the
Boughan Farm at 6840 Dale Road, Port Hope. This is at the corner of Highway 28 and Dale Road, with
the show entrance off Dale Road, and was visible to everyone passing on Dale Road. The wheat had been
planted and was coming along nicely and the Club was given permission to plow on the site.

U nfortunately, it was once again a RAINY weekend. Big yuck. Friday was move-in day. There was lots
of rain, and the snowmobile guys were getting stuck. Greg and Owen were really busy pulling trucks out
of the muck, and even our flea market folks were getting stuck. The sun came out around supper time, and
the club hosted a pizza supper. Saturday brought on the sun and a drying wind — a perfect day. The visitors
came out, about 260 paying attendees compared to last year’s 190. A very good increase! We received
great feedback on the enjoyment of our visitors.

Sunday — RUN - the rain is coming. Yes, the forecast called for more storms, which chased the
snowmobile guys off the field before they got stuck again, and it basically washed us out. All of the
equipment was moved back to the AMC, bringing the weekend to an early, soggy end.

e ) e

Open House No. 2

T he last chance to see our antique machinery during 2024 was at the final Open House, held on
September 21%. On show was our antique farm equipment, snowmobiles and everything in between. It was
also a chance to see our new hit and miss grinder display. As always, entry was free, with free wagon rides
and food available. Always lots to see, indoors and out. Here are some

]

photos from the day.
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WOODEN TOYS

COLLECTED BY SANDFORD HASKILL

MADE BY MILTON BAULCH
DO}

NATED BY HELEN-ANN HASH

October Meeting:

T he October meeting was held on the 28" at the New Hope United Church in
Welcome. With his Grandson married, and his 90" Birthday celebrations behind
him, Gord Wilson could not use these excuses to back out of the role of guest
speaker and he was able to share stories of his many years of farming in the area.
Those who know Gord knows that he can talk, but it is always a pleasure to hear
firsthand how farming was back in the day, and how it has changed over the years.

2024 Donations, Acquisitions and Restorations:

OOne way that the club grows is through the donations received and various acquisitions by the clubs’
directors or through members. Not all of these are items to display as part of the collection as items are

often needed to store, display or transport various equipment. Here are some highlights from the past ye
: ‘r,,‘f R R . = \’-n ] T -

John Deere

“T his 1950 John Deere Styled AR was donated by Allen
McMamus of Cavan, ON. Allen gave the tractor to the club
for us to use. It is in great shape and working order. Look for
it driving the shingle mill or the Trasher at the various club
events.
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